


i
M
S
A

IMSA CODE

COMPETITION RULES

OF THE

INTERNATIONAL
MOTOR SPORTS
ASSOCIATION, Inc.

P.O. Box 3465
Bridgeport, Conn. 06605
(203) 336-2116
Telex: 64-3859
FAX (203) 335-8473

1988

© Copyright 1988 International Motor Sports Association, Inc.
All rights reserved.



PREFACE

To enhance the safety of participants and spectators at IMSA-
sanctioned automobile races and to provide for the orderly conduct of
events requires adherence to these rules, the IMSA CODE, herinafter
set forth. All IMSA license holders and members agree to comply with
these IMSA rules, as they may be amended from time to time, which
rules, as interpreted by IMSA, govern the conduct and organization of
all IMSA-sanctioned events. The 1988 IMSA CODE supersedes all
previous editions of the IMSA CODE as well as all amendments
thereto, and shall remain in force and effect except as amended as
provided herein, until superseded by publication of the next edition of
the IMSA CODE.



Foreword

The 1988 IMSA Code takes effect immediately upon publication and
establishes for all participants the standards governing the organiza-
tion and conduct of IMSA-sanctioned events. In general, the IMSA
CODE contains three main sections.

The opening articles are devoted to establishing procedures and
setting appropriate guidelines for the safe and uniform operation of
the sport. They closely parallel international regulations and change
very little from year to year.

The articles pertaining to detailed automobile preparation rules
reflect our desire to create a competitive arena in which both the
privateer and the parent manufacturer can participate with the same
opportunity for success. Maintaining long-term overall rules stability
while also allowing for variety and growth is fundamental to this
philosophy.

Accordingly, major rules changes are infrequent and are preceded
by ample notice and broad discussion within the entire motorsports
community. Minor adjustments are one part of an on-going process of
fine-tuning and updating the rules to incorporate recent technological
developments, reflect trends in the industry, and to provide for balanc-
ed competition. In both cases, it is our policy to present the rules in
concise, easily-understood language.

The closing articles of the IMSA CODE give detailed information
about each of IMSA’s racing series and championships in the form of
the Standing Supplementary regulations.

Success begins with understanding. | urge all IMSA members to
read and familiarize themselves with these rules so that together we
can continue putting on the most promotable, enjoyable and rewar-
ding events.

All the best for a safe and successful season in 1988.

John M. Bishop
President, IMSA
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1. CONTROL OF COMPETITION

1.1 International Control

The Federation Internationale de I’Automobile (FIA) is the authority
which establishes and governs certain international rules for
automobiles, standards for the organization of automobile competi-
tions and specific regulations for world championship series of com-
petitions. FIA has published the International Sporting Code for these
purposes.

Except as provided in Article 12 of the IMSA CODE, FIA is the final
international court of appeal for disputes arising out of FIA-listed
events.

1.2 National Control

The Automobile Competition Committee for the United States, FIA
(ACCUS) is recognized by FIA as the National Sporting Authority (ASN)
for the United States.

ACCUS, FIA

1500 Skokie Blvd.

Northbrook, IL 60062

(312) 272-0090
ACCUS is therefore the sole authority which oversees international
automobile competitions in the U.S.A, its territories and protec-
torates.

ACCUS is in turn composed of representatives of its five member
clubs and a number of individuals. The member clubs of ACCUS are:

- International Motor Sports Association, Inc. (IMSA),

- National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing, Inc. (NASCAR),

- National Hot Rod Association, Inc. (NHRA),

- Sports Car Club of America, Inc. (SCCA), and

- United States Auto Club, Inc. (USAC).

ACCUS delegates to its member clubs most of the normal duties of
an ASN, including the authority to organize, sanction and conduct FIA-
listed events, and events counting towards international and world
championships.

1.3 IMSA Control

The International Motor Sports Association, Inc. has established
these rules (the IMSA CODE) which govern the organization and con-
duct of IMSA-sanctioned events, the standards for eligibility and con-
duct of competitors and officials, the regulations for eligibility and
preparation of automobiles, and the rules for annual IMSA series of
events.

The IMSA CODE is in all principles consistent with the International
Sporting Code of the FIA; accordingly, it shall take precedence as the
governing body of rules for all events sanctioned by IMSA, whether or
not they may be listed on the FIA calendar.
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